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We came into possession of the house on the 19th inst.,
Wednesday. Our three sons at once commenced vigorously
and earnestly to put the household in order, and have de-
voted themselves faithfully to that object since.

JEdgar left on Thursday for Saratoga via New York, to
be present at the wedding of one of his classmates. Tom
went yesterday to Granville with a fishing party. I have
not been fifty rods from the house for a week until yester-
day, when I had to go to the bank on business. Met Mr.
Hamersley on my way, who invited me to his store, where
we had an hour, on political subjects chiefly. It is some-
where about fifteen years since we have had such and so
long a conversation.

So far as I have met and seen old friends, I have had
every reason to be satisfied. Though not very demonstra-
tive, or forward in calling, they have without exception
been cordial and apparently sincere.

The little that I see and hear of public affairs confirms
me in the opinion which I formed in daily personal inter-
views of the unfitness of Grant. He has no proper ideas of
government, makes his Administration personal, does not
comprehend nor care for great principles. Measures are
to him of minor importance, and his views of government
consist in displacing and appointing men to office, regard-
less of their qualifications and of the public interest. Grant
has no sympathies, very little patriotism, but intense self-
ishness. His career previous to the Rebellion was not such
as would be likely to elevate and ennoble his character,
and his rapid and great advancement has intoxicated and
intensified a naturally sordid mind. In his Cabinet ap-
pointments he has not been fortunate. One of his limited
capacity and mental power should be aided by competent
advisers.

The Navy Department is strangely administered, but
is much as Grant would have it. Borie seems to be a
nonentity, and Porter alight-headed factotum, spoiled by
favors too freely granted. To make a change from the acts